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Backflow Testing to be Conducted by July  
The District is requiring that all cross control assemblies be tested by July 2015 by a District approved backflow 

assembly tester.  Results from the test are to be forwarded to Disrtict Sewer Operator, Mike Trueblood.  Remind-

ers will be sent out in August to owners of backflow assemblies whose test results are overdue.  The District has 

an approved backflow tester list that can be picked up at the District Office or by contacting Mike Trueblood at 

lab@bbwsd.com.   

WHAT IS A CROSS CONNECTION? 

A cross connection is a point in a plumbing system where the potable water supply is connected to a non-potable 

source. Cross connections are found in all plumbing systems.   

Pollutants or contaminants can enter the safe drinking water system through uncontrolled cross connections 

when back flow occurs.  Backflow is the unwanted flow of non-potable substances back into the consumer’s 

plumbing system and/or public water system.   There are many documented cases of severe illness and even 

death as a result of undesirable and uncontrolled cross-connections.   

To prevent backflow from occurring, some plumbing fixtures have built-in backflow protection in the form of a 

physical air gap while others require a backflow preventer.  Backflow preventers are mechanical devices de-

signed to prevent backflow through cross connections.   

Examples of common cross connections found in plumbing and water systems include: 

• Wash basins and service sinks 

• Hose bibs 

• Irrigation sprinkler systems 

• RV dump stations 

• Swimming pools 

• Water re-circulating systems 

• Fire sprinkler systems 
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Effective June  1st through September 15th, the District will again be implementing its voluntary wa-

tering schedule to help manage our water supply during the summer months.  Residents with odd 

numbered street addresses may water on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays.  Residents with even 

numbered street addresses may water on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.  Mondays are non-

watering days to allow the District’s reservoirs to recharge after the weekend.  For more information 

visit www.bbwsd.com or contact the District at 360-371-7100. 

Birch Bay Village Hydrant  
Replacement Program 
For the past four months, District Water Operators have replaced 11 fire 

hydrants in Birch Bay Village.  Many of the fire hydrants in the Village  

were difficult to  operate and leaking because of age, a complicated as-

sembly system and electrically corrosive soils.  Many of the pipes and fit-

tings on the old fire hydrants had heavy 

pitting due to electrolysis.  To extend 

the life of the new hydrants, zinc caps 

were fitted to the piping flanges to pro-

vide cathodic protection (protect 

against electrolysis) and the under-

ground piping and hydrant bases were 

wrapped with a heavy poly material.   
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Myth #1—Lawns are always thirsty. 

FALSE—Lawns only need one inch of water per week including rainfall to keep it green 

and healthy.  Watering on a daily basis is not only wasteful, but is unhealthy for the grass.  

Overwatering can kill your grass and make it more susceptible to diseases.   

Myth #2—Lawns are meant to be closely cropped. 

FALSE—Cut grass no shorter than 2 inches.  This helps to reduce evaporative water loss 

and increase drought resistance.  Cutting your grass too short places added stress on plants 

during the heat of the summer. 

Myth #3—  Lawns need to be fertilized regularly to be green. 

FALSE—Too much fertilizer may actually harm or even kill the grass by increasing the 

lawn’s susceptibility to disease.  Fertilizer promotes growth, but it also increases water con-

sumption.  Apply only the minimum amount of fertilizer needed.    


